The Jane Austen Society of North America

VANCOUVER REGICN - NEWSLZTTER NO., FOUR - NOV=MBER, 1983

Dinner Postponed

The Brock House Restaurant, where we had planned to have the
r at the end of November, was bocked for the weekend we wanted.

dinne

The previous weekend seemed too soon, and the following one puts us
into Jeceﬂber, a busy season for ”“"t pecple It seems more sensible
to postpone the dinner into the New Year - January or February. I'l1l1l
let you know, and if anyone has any preference for special days or
dates, call me.

Fall Lectures

The first of the two lectures scneduled for tnis Fall took place
in the Illain Library on 3aturday, Cctober 1, where Terry Dobroslavic,
Vancouver librarian, gave us an interesting and informative account of
conditions in tne pu:]; shing worid of Jane Austen's dav. It was a time
of change. In the 18th c. and earlier, publishing was done by book-
sellers, who might also be sellers of groceries, shoemakers, or with any
obtner lucrative cccupation which enabled them to sell bocks as a side-
line. They were located in groups, in the Strand at Temple Bar, for
instzance, and on Charing Cross Road, where many are still located. John
Murray was the most famous of these first professional publishers, and
Bvron w3s probably nis rmost notable writer,

It was cormon to read books at a book-seller's shop, and thus
reople unable to af ovﬁ to buy books hzd access to zood collections.
Readers'! Clubs bought books collectively,” and many books were published
by subscription - Jane Austen was named in a 1ist of subscribers to
Fanny Burney's "Camilla", "Sense and Sensibility" and "lMansfield Park"
'2re published at Jane austen's expense - a common practice of the time,

Jane austen earned about £700 in ner lifetime, and ner sister
cassandra Zot an additional £400 after Jane Austen's death, from the
publisner, Joan lurray, This compared very unfavourably with the earn-
ings of some of her contemporaries. Jusan Ferrier got £1,000 for her
novel "Inneritance", Lariz Zdgeworth received £1,050 for "Tales of
Fashionable Life" and 72,000 for her next novel. 3Scott got £700 for
"Waverley" and more for the later ones. Jane Austen was not widely
ropulir or fashionable in her time. nONevev, with the exception of
scott, those contemporaries are alnost un‘mmown and unread today,

T2rry Dobrosliavic passed out a list of books for further recading.

The second talk, on Cct. 29th, was ; ver by Dr, label Colbeck,
well known to rany of ocur membvers Ifrom her r 30 years' association
with U.2.C. With a delightful blend of informatlon and humour, Dr.
Colbeck discussed Jane Austen's reading - Johnson, Richardson, ! 1e+41ﬁg,
fanny furney and e C¢ 2 now tnheir writing contrasted and
cor e Wi : luence they had upon her.
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Response., Zefore the banquet we saw a display of autograph letters

from Jans susten to her sister Cassandra, and earlv editions of "Zmma".
and after brunch on Suncday, we heard a talk about the food of the novels
and Jane austen's prowess as a housekeeper. ‘e were completely steeped

in "Austeniana™ all weekend, and it was only too short.

lMore about the Conference, and the feature talk by Dr. Wayne Booth,
wilkl appear in the next edition of "Persuasions", issued in January.

I

"smma Luiz - Some cuestions from the Philadelphia Conference:

“Who made these observations: *
1. "Fine dancing, 1 believe, like virtue,must be its own reward."
2., "A man always imggines a woman to be ready for anvbody w:no
asks her.,"
3. "Business, you know, may bring money, but friendship hardly
ever does."
L. "One half of the world cannot understand the pleasur
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the other."
5. "A simple style of dress is so infinitely o-referable to finerv".
4 T . ~ - o . - 0y . . 49
6. "Wickedness is always wickedness, but folly is not-alwavs follv."
7. "It is very unfair to judge any body's conduet without an
intimate knowledge of their situaticn.”

Vancouver, 1986

It ig now official - the 8th Annual Conference of the Jane Austen
v of North America will be held in #ancouver from Friday, Septenber
o)

-
)

unday, September 28th, 1986, The meetings will be held at the
ia nd tne theme book wi "Ths Watsons", Jane Aiusten's
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the Conference in Vancouver, wnere we have such a small
rs, will mean a lot of work, vut I am sure I can count on
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prer r participant,
and at the time of the Conference itself, 2 hundred o obs! RMost of
that is for 1986, but anyone who would like to take an active part in
the planning stage now, please let me know.




Barbara Pym Again

T
i

In a revi iew of Barbara Pym's novels in & recent issue of The
Reader, #lan Rudrum makes the usual comparison: "Like Jane Austen, Barbara
Pym worked that small terri tory which she knew well from Dersonal obser-
vation, keeping to ncr own stv*e and going on in her own way, as Jane
iusten once said of herself." Later he writes of Pym's "verbal accuracy
and steady observation." In this way ths twe authors are similar, but

the resulting novels are-so different that I don't feel there are enough
similatities to justify the constant linking of their names.

Victoria Region

, mellow old Union Club was a perfect setting for the
rtv arranged by Joan Austen-Leigh on October Z21st. Aibout
verv wet evening to partake of

The elegant

annual dinner part
twentv members and friends gathered on

o

5

i

o
an excellent dinner and lively discus
game of "Wnho Am I7?", where you Zuess

<'cn

;
the identityv of the character whose

O O (’) O V)

name is stuck on vo:r back, proved a good mixer at the begiining. The
"entertainment" after dinner consisted f readings of several press re-
leases concerning the annual Lwnferenc in Philadelphia, discussion of
the 1986 Conference in Vancouver, and rious other readings. Cnly the
lateness of tne hour broke up tals eligntful evening.

1811 Ship

The Underwater nLcneolo zical Society of B.C. spent some time this
past summer attempting to locate the wreck of the "Tonqulﬂ" near the
entrance to Clayoquot Sound off the west coaét of Vancouver Island. This

28-metre vessel, owned bv the Pacific Fur Co. of New York, was on a fur-
trﬂd*ng vovage to the west coast, but during a battle with the Indians
the ship was set on fire and sank. Unfortunately the wreck has not vet
been discoversd, although several artifacts were found wnich might nave
i 11 The shin must have been zlmost completely destroyed OV
~losicn, zut any remains found would be useful in adding
of l1ife aboard a merchan® ship at that time.

Juiz Answers

1. lMr. XZnightley. 2. Emma, 3. Mr.Knightley. 4. zZrma. 5. Mrs.
zlton. 6. =zmma, 7. smma.

adinz "Zmma'" a few weeks ago, I was conscious of scmeth*

t Zmma's musings: "Isabella had connected herself unexcept—
ionabl . She had given them neither men, nor names, nor places that
could raise a blush." The shades of Hartfield had not been polluted by

n. The old favourite get-acquainted




Isabella's in-laws, and presumably in zmma's lifetime the shades of
Donwell would be simllq‘ly pure. Ir, Knightley might have his hands
full managing Emma (as someone at Philadelphia remarked) but he would
always be in control. When he died, however (16 years oldeL, he is
almost certain to predecease Emma), can you imagine Emma allowing even
a son to supplant her? John Knightley, if he should inherit, would
have to be pretty courageous to try to displace Emma. Her love of power
would not likely be moderated by vears of exercising authority over
estate and village, and ”eWeTPt‘on to a xind of Dower House would not
ve something she would subnit to easily. In her old age, I can see
mima "sallying forth into the villsze to settle their differences,
silence thelir complaints, and scold them into harmony and plenty"™ just
like an earlier ¢ncarnatlon at Rosings.

Membershin

The JASNA "year" runs from Jane iusten's birthday, December 16,
through the following vear, so membership fees ars due asgain soon -
.10.00 to Joan aAusten-Leigh, 1575 Rockland ive., Victoria, BC, V83 1W,L.

You might consider this as an interesting Christmas present for
a2 friend who has everything else.

nd of a letter from Jane austen to nhar sister €assandra:

"There, I flatter myself I nave constructed you a smartish Letter,
considering my want of [aterials. But like my dear Jr.Jonnson, I
celeive I nave dealt mecre in otions thansFacts."

mileen auque”lana
L169 Lions -ve.,
lorth Vancouver, 2.C.
V71 352 988- Oh??




