The Jane Austen Society of North America

VANCCUVER X6GI0N - NakwosLoTTsR NO0. SIX - BHAY, 1984

T

Jalk aUSTEL's NAVY - B.R.Cook

(Cur special thanks to Barrie Cook for this background information
which helps us put Lieutenant William Price, Captain uentworth Adniral
Croft, et al, in perspective. Iir.Cook is a copy editor with "The Province™
newepaoew, and has been a "shot 'n' sail" fan since reading the Hornblower
stories O*)b .S.Forester in the o0ld "Saturday Zvening Post" in the 194C's
and '50's.

7or 30 of Jane Austen's L2 years, England was at war, and usually

with France. TVhen liapoleon Zonaparte was at the height of his power, and
casting covetous eves at England, the only thing standing in the way of
an invasion was the Royal Xavy. And when the time came to carry the
fight to Bonaparte's front door - for althouch wars can be lost at sea,
tﬁe} canrot be won there - the troops to win the war were carried in
British bottoms, escorted by Eritish warships.

Life aboard ship varied tremendously. For many, aboard the weather-
beaten line-of-battle shivs that blockaded the harbours of the French
fleet, it was boring. There was the constant °fLort of maklnrr or taking
in sail, to keep perfect station without ey~ = . .
running afoul of other vessels in line, and
that was almost all there was to do.

The captain of such a vessel had a
great deal of free time. If he had done his
job properly, his officers were taking care
o° the routlne handling of the ship, and his

dniral was raking whatever decisions needed |
to be nmade for the fleet as a whole. Those
who did not have someone to share their
isolation took up solitary pursuits: gar-
dening, for some, in tubs and boxes;
scientific study, for others. 3Some thought
of ways to improve the lot of the common
sailor, others thought of ways to make his
life more niserable. -

1' .‘ "_ o
il

The other officers had more to do in
the actual operation of the ship, but they
still had enough time to take part in
uheatrlcal Droductlons or poetry compet-
itions. Where the captain lived in splendid
isolation, the lieutenants and other officers
shared much smaller cguarters and lived, in
effect, in each other's pockets. omall things became another's anathema.
They needed the dinners to which they invited the captain, or to which he
invited ther:, to brezk the monotony.

(Incidentally, lieutenants could be much older than the captain.
“romotion for lieutenants wias not automstic; the ju:ip to commander or
captain was by selection, not seniority.)
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Forward, the ordinary seamen might play musicél instrunments or sing
and dance on the forecastle in their free tine. OUr carve bone or ivory.
Many fine whale-bone carvings - called "scrimshaw'" - have come out of the
forecastle. Some of the men wmizht have wives or other women aboard. It
was frowned on, but naval officers usually turned a blind eye to it, as
lecng as the practice didn't upset discipline. They knew the men were
virtually condemned to the ship for the duration of the war, and if having
a woman aboard kept them happy, well...

That, by the way, is where the expression "show a leg" comes from.
The sailors weren't permitted to sleep in, so when the boatswain's mates
came through the men's quarters and saw a hammock still occupied, they'd
yell: "Show a leg there". If the leg was hairy, it was probably male; if
hairless, probably female.

It was not unknown for a captain to take along a woman, sometimes
his wife but more often a mistress. ind before the practice of permitting
women aboard Roval Navy vessels was abolished in the 1840's, it was a
common courtesy for the wife of some officer to be offzsred passage - for
example, if she was going to a foreign station to meet her husband. Her
nresence made a decided and usually plezsant change to the routine of
shipboard life. Patrick O'Brien, in "Treason's Harbour", observes: '"the
cuarterdeck as a whole became a model of correct uniform - loose duck
trousers, round jackets and the common broad-brimmed low-crowned straw
hats against the sun called "benjies™ gave way either to breeches or at
least to blue pantaloons and boots and to good blue coats and regulation
scraper, while the foremast hands often sported the red waistcoats
reserved for Sunday and splendid Levantine neckerchiefs.”

While the men in the blockading line-of-bsttle ships were condemned
to a life of boredom, those aboard frigates and smaller vessels had a
chance for more freedom and prize roney. The captain of a frigate, al-
though by far the best-paid person aboard, still msde no more than eight
shillings a day (the pay increased with the "rate" of the ship, and the
captain of a "first rate" of 10C guns or uore would be paid £1 a day,
while the captain of a "third rate" or 64 to 80 guns would be paid 13
shillings a day.) On half pay - ashore and without a ship - a captain
would get much less; one at the top of the seniority list might get 10
shillings a day, out rost would zet six. Still, that wss more than the
pay for lieutenant by far. On active duty, rost lieutenants would get
about five shillings a day; on half pay, they would get three. There was
no half pay for midshipren.
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Dudlev Fope points cut in his "Life in Lelson's kavy'" that the ron-
antic picture of thc boy wmidshiprman is in error. "The vidshipman's berth
\ in most ships of war, whether a frigate or & flagship,
[ usually had a scattering ot boys under fourteen vears
' old, but the majority of them were between twenty and
thirty, with some forty years old or more." These
were men without th influence to get a position as a

lieutenant.

In the days of Jane iusten, & prospective naval officer
had to rely heavily on f3nilv influence to get anywhere.
He would prevail upon some captain to tszke him to sea
as a '"captain's servant". After three vears' service,
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he would automatically be rated a midshipman. =fter six years' service,
he would have to sit an examination for ths rank of lieutenant. Pope
describes the situation: "The !captain's servants' were in efflect the
captain's apprentices. From 179L they were allowed £6 a year; before
that they received nothing. These boys could be anyone rianging from the
captain's son or nephew to the eager offsoring of a friend. some captains
were not above taking along & tradesman's son in return for not being
pressed over a large bill."

The lure of the sea wss the prize money the sailors nisght make from
cazptured French or spanish vessels. In a brisk action with a French
frigate, a sailor might m ke Z4 or £5 (his ronthly pay wss £1 Ls), if the
frizate was bought into the rvice by the :idmiralty. The captain would

S
make gquite a bit - two-elght! the value of the captured ship - but

the admiral under whose orders > captain was sailing would get one-eighth.
It was to an ad: iral's advantage to give cruises to good or lucky captains,
or lucky captains, or just to his favourites - and on sore stations an
adniral could zet rich very gquickly. Jamaica was one. idmirals on the

Jest Indizs station usuzlly had two or three years to make their money -
and they usually did. Eut no one wanted to stay in the /est Indies too
long - it was a sickly place and could be deadly.
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Life wasn't all pride and prizes. During the Revolutionary and
Napoleonic vwars, according to Pope, the Royal kavy lost 1,874 killed in
battle. But 72,000 died from disease or accident on board ship and an-
other 13,600 died in ships lost by accident or weather.

It's difficult to say what there was about the period to maintain
so much interest for so long, but intersst there is. From Frederick
Varryat, who sailed with the dashing Lord Cochrane in 1806-09, through
the acknowledged master, C.S.Forester, to current practitioners such as
Dudley Pope and Patrick O'Brien, writers have found the Navy of that time
fascinating. Why? Perhaps the ship-to-ship battles were seen as the
logical extension of knightly jousts, something more stately and soul-
satisfying than the showdown at the 0.K.Corral of American westerns.

“hatever the reason, the fascination persists, and the legends last:

llelson, Cochrane, Rowley, Zroke - all contemporaries of Jane Austen -
will be remembered as long as ships swim.

UMSRELLAS IN "PERSUASION"

Margaret Parker phoned to tell me she had been reading the article
on umbrellas in the February Newsletter, where I said I didn't think that
idrmiral Croft would use an umbrella. Iargaret was re-i 3
reading "Persuasion" shortly afterwards and came to
the passage where anne and Lady Russell were visiting
Kellynch for the first time since the Crofts had
settled there. admiral Croft suggested that inne
might like to go over the house. "You can slip in
from the shrubbery at any time, and there you will
find we keep our umbrellas hanging up by that door."
So I was wrong - obviously naval officers as well as
army officers made good use of unbrellas. Thank you,
llargaret, for setting us all straight.
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OTHSR RoGICNS

vermbers of Jisha will already have received their copies of " uips
and _uotes", with information on what other Canadian regional groups are
doing. Here is a little more news.

Toronto: On spril 5, the Yoronto group offered "coffee and cong~
genial conversation", suzgesting menbers bring their favourite passage
from the writings of Jane austen to share. Toronto celebrates its 150th
birthday this year, and the local group is making plans for their own
celebration on June 16 and 17. Cn Sunday the 17th, there will be a
concert by two pianists, "An afternoon with Jane Austen", part of the
R0L's exhibition, "Georgian Zlezance znd & Liew Land, 1745-1820".

New York: Plans have been completed ror their Ilay afternoon rmusical
e, "presented by Jr. allace and two associates, about Jane

progra
“usten and Smily EBronte, paralleling their rmusical preferences and lit-
erary styles". Following dinner, Professor Wallace will give a talk on
"Jane iusten and lozart". :

Chicago: An interesting vewslatter from the Chicago area describes
their Gala oDay at the end of larch. The norning speaker was Dr.Raymond
Headlee, "Jzne fAusten Confounds a Psychoznalyst". In the afternoon, they
enjoyed a staged rezding of "Persuasion", and then Frofessor Wiesenfarth
spoke about "The Gase of “ride and FPrejudice'". Thelr next neeting will
feature an interior decorstor spesking about wht the rooms in the novels
would have looked like.

Philadelphia:Cn May 30th, this group will hear a lecture by the
Wwriter selma James, an expansion of parts of her latest book, followed
by tea and coffee during the question pariod.

4 "SUNCHEON" on JUNZ 24, at BROCE HUUoL.

niuncheon" - a licht repast taken between me2ls, a lunch. (0zD)

Jane susten used the word in her letters, spelling it '"noonshine'.
I don't know whethor this was a local pronunciation, or & family joke.
In any case, 1 have reserved a private room at Brock House, on June 24,
at 12:30, so we can get together and enjoy '"the pleasures of friendship,
of Unteserved conversation, of similarity of taste and opinions". Ve
will each select our own choice from the a la carte menu, and the price
should be approximately 10.00 to £11.00 each, which includes an entree,
a plate of fresh fruit, sweet rolls, and coffee or ted.

The enbtertainnent will be selected readings - please bring your
favourite passage from the novels, or a choice bit of biography. You
will not be "obliged to read the whole of it aloud...with a smile, a look,
'a shake of ths head, @ word or two of assent or disarnrobation" - if you
prefer, you may be like il1izibeth Bennet, who "listened, wondered, doubted,
and was impatient for more', or merely look forward, like Fanny Price, to
nthe fairest prospect of having only to listen in quiet, and of passing
a very agreeable day".
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whicn character in the novels did the following re=ding:
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"...before he had, with very monotonous solemnityv, read three nages,
she interrupted hin.™

"there...he could re:d his own history with ar interest which never
failed™,

"It will be natural for me...to speak my opinion =

"...reading aloud the most material passages...with
nation.™
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as I read.”
trones indig-
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vee.. And listening:

5) "...he w:s listening with =n air which provad him whelly untioved by
any feeling of remorse,.”

6) "She caught every syllable with vpanting e:zerness,!

7) "...was not only listening #lso, but even encouraging him by sig-
nificant glances.

£) "...he listenad to his clear, simple, spirited details with full

satisfaction.”

woDICINE IN JANE AUSTZEN'S TIME

On Mpréh 23, Dr. John Lorris discussed Jane Austen's patients
(fictional), her doctors (real),and her last illness. lost of the
patients in the novels are treated with mockery - they are valetudin-
arians like Ir. "oodhouse and his daughter Isabella, who compare illnesses
and doctors with anyone who will listen, hypochondriacs like lary lus-
grove in "Persuasion", and faddists preoccupied with cures, spas and
fashions in health care, in "Sanditon".

There were three gradations of medical men in Jane Austen's time.
The apothecary manufactured and dispensed drugs and administered to
patients. Ilr. Perry, in "Zmnma", was "an intellicent, gentleman-like
man'", but this was a concession on Jane iusten's part, sonething not
expected in the usual spothecary, who was considered socially inferior,
of lower status than s curate, schoolmaster or solicitor. in apothecary
had little formal education; he was apprenticed to another apothecary.
snd cualified when he had written an ex2mination. He could do simple
medical and surgical procedures, massage and set fractures, but knew
little in the w2y of diagnosis: Mr, Robinson, in "Persuasion', "felt and
felt, and rubbed and locked grave", Jane iusten's own treatment was
largely fron the apothecary, Lir. Curtis, of ilton, on whom she rmodelled
Jr, rerry.

surgeons were fewer in number, were also apprenticed, but were often
rmen of some education, snd with other gualifications, such as apothecaries.

They treated skin disesases and performed all surgical procedurss, Vithout
anaecthetics, they were trained to operate with great rapidity, znd some

were nen of high skill. Jane .usten was roved to Winchester a few rnonths
befvre she died, to be under the care of a surgeon-apothecary there,

VLG

rhysicians, socislly and professionzlly the hizhest of the nedicsal
ren, had unlversity lraining, an D degres, and other quaslilfications.,
There are no physicians in th= novels. salthoush Jane .usten's satornal
srandfather wes a physician, they were not in .he rezular sohere of life
sround her,
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iiedical men of Jane -usten's day did not understand the cause of
disease or ths location of internal diseases, The origin of disease was
considered environmental - swamps caused fever; contagious - spread from

person to person; or [rom = person's predisposition to disease. Treatnent
wa2s usuzlly by trial and error. DJisease wis thought to be an imbalance

of the four humours: fever wss warm ¢nd wet, and therefore the treatment
wes Lo araw off the warn wet blood. Cr drugs were used to re-direct the
balance,

Jane susten's last 1llness began in the tpring of 1816. She suffered
languor, palpitations and faintness, gastro-intestinal upsets and skin
discolouration, gradually weakening, with periods of remission, until her
death in 1817. It is now believed that she had iddison's disease, an in-
fection of the adrenal zlands on the kidneys. This disease was identified
in 1855 by iddison, associated with Grey's Hospital in London and the
leading pathologist of his day. It is & hormonal disease, and self-
accelleratinz. Jane iusten nursed her orother Henry in late 1815. He
may have had a mild attack of typhoid, and this infection may have been
the initial cause of her disease. Today drugs can allow a patient with
Addison's disease to lead a normal life: JFK had iddison's disease.

FROFSRTY IN THE NUVELS

3itting around a table firing questions at Dr. James linter on
April 27, we learned about the laws governing property, inheritance,
entails and responsibilities of landlords, relevant to the four estates
in "Pride and Prejudice". The smallest, Longbourn, had probably been in
the family for generations. The estate, with an income of £2,000, was
about 2,000 acres, with perhaps ten to twenty leased out farms. (Dr.
Jinter gave us 2 useful formula: 1 acre results in an income of approxi-
mately £1). It wass too small to have a bailiff, Iir, Iennet would deal
directly with thz leasehold farmers, znd was probably a better landlord
than he was a husband or father. The Bennets had no London house, but
as land-owning zentry, would expect to be present at any county function.

letnerfield was a larger, rore important local estate, probably
about 5,C00 acres, but sold or mortgaged, and leased to Bingley. The
Bingley fortune of £100,000 was made in trade, and the possession of an
estate would enable the family to move upwards socially. The master of
such a big house, with a corresponding large ballroom, would be expected
to hold balls there, and be a social centre of the community. The
Bingleys, however, would have no long family tradition of responsibility
to the people on the estate and in their community.

Rosings represents another step up. It is a large new house, built
by 3ir Lewis de fourgh ("from the city"§ to attract attention and display
his wealth. The daushter owns the land, but until she marries, the
widowed Lady Catherine has control. Once again there is no long tradition
of responsibility, but Lady Catherine is behaving properly - much as we
dislike her - in looking after the people on her estate.

Pemberley is a large estate of about 10,000 acres, including people
and villages dependent on the Darcy family. But the family feels deeply
that with »rivilese ~o social duties and resnsonsibilities. Darcy is
shocked that Bingley would think of leaving his estate "in [ive minutes" -
this is not the action of a responsible propriector.




JQUIZ ANSWERS

(1) ¥r. Collins reading a sermon to the Zennets. (F&P)
(2) 5ir "alter wlliot readins the Taronetage. (?ers.)
(3) lir.inishtley readine Trank Churchill's lc (5
(L) Cath:rine lorland rezding a letter Iron a
(5) Darcv listening to =liza bath after his f ge):
(6) larianne Dashwood listening to “linor sp
(7) I, and Irs. Zlton at the ball. (bwma)
(8) 5ir Thomas Bertram listeninz to Jilliam

(21P)
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Jack Crey, in New York, sends information on two additional
completions of "The .atsons™:

In 1850, a niece, Catherine Hubback, wrote one called "The
Toungzy Sister',

ind another collateral descendant fairly recently completed the
novel azain: "The ‘Jatsons: A ovel by Jane Austen and Another" (London,
Peter Davies, 1977). This is in the Vancouver rublic Library.

Joan iusten-Leigh sent along bibliographical information about the
comnletlons, including the mention that "Another" is David Hopkinson,
a descendant of Catherine Hubback.

A M"lost" manuscript of the composer Joseph Haydn, written in Jane
Austen's lifetime, has wecentlv been found in 2 ?armhouse in Ireland. It
contains two novements fror & mass of 1786 that was probably never per-
formed and is "of great sienificance to Haydn scholarship" szid Professor
H.C.Robbins Landon, of the music depirtment at Unﬂver81tv Collere Cardiff,

"Vancouver SUN", 20 Feb. 178}.

JANS

“rowsing in the local library, I came across a book about names,
and looked up "Jane" - first used in Tudor times (before thazt it was
"Joan"), and nost populsr Irom 170C to 1250. TFamous owners of the name
irnclude Henry VIII's iuoen Jane Seyrour, Lady Jane Grey, "Jane Zyre", and
then - "Jane .usten, the most famous woman nuvelist. JShe wrote '“rlde
and rrejudice' when ohe was 21.M

ind Last, but by no means Least:

Thank vou to Joan Austen-Leigh and Ilary ilillard, of Toronto, for
their very generous donations.
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“ileen Sutherland.



