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(1) "Unless they &re so stout as to injure their beautv, thev are not
it Tor country walking!.
We spent several delightful days of our holiday this year in Kent,
he steps of Jane austen™. slthough Jane isusten and her immediate
y considered themselves "Hampshire austens", they had relstives
riends in Kent, and spent many enjoyvable visits there. lNodern
lopriznt nas transforned the towns and cities, but many of the snall
villages and the countryside remain ruch as they were in Jane Austen's

‘e spent our first night at Sevenoaks, where Francis Austen, the
1 I Jane susten's father, lived in the "Red House™. It is now a
modern =nd progressive small town, tut parts of the main street and sorne
© the old buildings would have been familiar to the young Jane ‘usten
tsited there -- the old church, the imposing brick Red House itself
ancd the three-storey almshouses, built in the mid 1&th c¢., and so no
doubt considered modern and a source of pride toc the citizens then.

For the next few days we were based in Canterbury, and explored
that city much as Jane Austen must have done. Canterbury Cathedral, its
surrounding Close, the old gates, walls and buildings would have been
very familiar to her. Her brother Ldward's adoptive mother lirs. Knight
became a good friend, and Jane and Cassandra always enjoyed a visit to
her home at "hite Frisrs" in the Close, often staying overnight and no
doubt taking pleasant walks through the streets of the old city.

zdward Austen was adopted and brought up by the wealthy and child-

OLA
less Knights, and lived in the nearby village of Godmersham. He married
Eligabeth, the daughter of 5ir Brook Iridges of Goodnestone House, and
the young couple and their family livecd first at the farmhouse of Rowling,

about a mile from Goodnestone.

‘nne-larie Edwards, in a
little buok called "In the Steps
of Jane Austen', describes these
places and gives maps and plans of
short walks through country lanes
and foctpaths. /e took one of the
walks, starting at Goodnestone
Church. The little village of
gabled brick cottages still has the
peaceful charm that Jane Austen
ust have known; the little shop
dates from the mid 18th c. She
would not recognize the church,
however, except for the tower, as
it was rebuilt in the 19th c.

e started our walk down a pretiy léne, edged with elms, chestnuts,
brambles and elaerberries. The high wall and trees on one side hid most
of Goodnestone House, except for a dignified classical porch and pediment




pressive coat of arms above it.
riming thatched Tudor farmhouse,
veautiful views of woods

with an im
past a cha
‘ziving us

nill, and finally the copse that nearly hid
we could see showed the driveway sweeping

rembling house, which must have had lovely
hills beyond. In her letters, Jane ..usten
Goodnestone House and Rowling House, where

danced, walked and relaxed with zdward and

friends.

ack again through the v1lla”e to the church,
as the custodian was CQlled by nis friends at the

old tower by Tnold Jack",

or farmland,

up tne
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Past the Lodge gates, and then

the lane twisted and turned,

an old white painted post
iowling House, hat little
hill to a charming
views over the filelds to the
describes happy visits to both
she and her sister dined,
slizabeth, their family and

we were taken up the

Fitzwalter Arms -- a rather unnerving experience, the narrow winding
stairs providing very uncertain footing, &nd the 1liCAer¢n" flashlight
lighting the way for old Jack himself but not giving us ruch help as we
climbed bzhind hin. The viem Jrom Lng top was well worth it, however, as
we could lock over the roofs Cl z~e cottages, across the lush fent
farmland almcst to the sea, away, and below us the walled
gardens of Gcodnestone House walk" besing replanted 2s it
was when Jane austen walked

fnother dav we drove to Godmersham, the home of the Knights, where
Zdward was brought up, and where he and sligabeth moved with their young
family when his father Thomas Knight died. The house is in private hands,

and not too friendly ones,
leashed dogs were liable to be
about Jane Austen visiting her

shot., (Ly

judging by the notices on the
family
broth:r for the

gates that un-
started making jokes
annual dog-shoot, but I

ignored them). ‘Je visited the charming little church, with its semi-
circular lorman apse, probably very much the same as when Jane aAusten
worshipped here. It has memorials to Thomas and Catherine Knight, and to
Sdward and Zlizabeth, and on one of the buttresses outside is a memorial
plague to their children's nurse cackree, who was rmentioned with affection
by Jine susten in her letters.

From the church we walked down 2 lane teside the Fark wall, through
the Lodze gates and across a field to the beginning of a footpath wnich
craduvally led uphlll to the Korth UDowms . we climbed we got & :ood
view of Godmershanm louse across Ll 2 n the otner direction the

O - r, winding through neadol house was pbuilt in
the elev 1éth c., itk long louw have been the
1n3n1rat1u1 Cor Jarcy's nouse, -

In "Comnanion Into Hent", writes of one of wduward's
~iantations, Yientigh had the ct . ard Knight's creation...
he had rnace 1t fror a ploughed the avenues, plotte ed the
sravel walks.,. his Juests saunte leis irely fashion and took
a short way throush it to church. The aigh road at this tine closely
skirted the adjoininrs estates of Codmersham and Chilham; fzoing towards
61”terburv a traveller haa the stour on ais rignt hand 1noLu,Q of on hils
left as now. The enterprising I ' sed the Stour and planted
round zbout "the Tenple™, o v 5till see from the
highway,"

Cur next Chilham, which would have
still looked old llorman church and tall
tover, and th lot, surrounded by rous of
orick cottagzes ~ousing boutiques, cafes,
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and antique shops. Chilham Castle, where Jane asusten visited and
attended balls, was closed, but we walked down pretty lanes and found

a bookshop full of tempting books old and new, including a tiny copy of
Jane Austen's "History of Zngland, by a partial, prejudiced and ignorant
Historian™.

The Kent countryside is prosperous-looking, and the charming little
villages are neat and well cared for. It made & delightful few days of
relaxing peaceful holiday, driving down the twisting lanes, and exploring
a part of the country that Jane Austen would have known well and enjoyed
through many visits.

(2) "He beheld a circle of smart peovnle whem he could not immediately
recognize”,

"Meet me in St. Louis™ was the theme song for almost 200 members
who attended the 1984 JA3KA Conference there, and it was a "gomplete
party of pleasure". Aarriving with our raincoats and umbrellas, we were
met with balmy temperatures that reminded us of summer. The hotel was
situated in an old gracious residential section of the city, and we
walked around admiring the elegant Georgian brick mansions and wide
boulevards lined with enormous trees.

Not that there was much time for walking around. Lectures, discussion
groups and activities filled most of our time, and the rest we spent
catching up with old friends and making new ones. Keiko Parker was there
for her first Conference, and has written about it in detail in this year's
"Persuasions". Formal lectures were kept to a minimum, and most of the
sessions took the form of seminars or discussion groups, on such topics
as "The Puzzle of lMrs. Smith", "A Lawyer's Viewpoint of Techniques of
Persuasion', "In Defense of Louisa Kusgrove", "Family Patterns in the
Novel !'Persuasion' ", "Bath as the Background", and many others. The
only drawback was the necessity of choosing which ones to attend. At the:
wine and cheese reception,. a local group demonstrated country dances, more
with the wild abandon of Lydia Bennet than the elegant decorum we expect
of most of the heroines, and after the dinner we were treated to an
excellent dramatic presentation of M"Persuasion™.

It was a busy, informative and enjoyable weekend.

(3) "Your account...gives me very little inclination for his acquaintance".

Many readers have had trouble with the episodes in '"Persuasion"
concerning Mrs. Smith., Whet sort of person is she -- a sincere friend,
or a self-seeking schemer? What purpose to the plot is served by her
"exposure" of Mr. Zlliot's true character, since 4inne has already decided

to marry Captain Wentworth or nobody?

K.K.Collins, in "The Puzzle of Irs. Smith" at the Conference,
looked at the Smith episodes divorced from a guestion of the plot structure.
He considered "Persuasion" to be about knowledge and understanding - of
others and of ourselves. 2Reason cannot be entirely free from prejudices -
pre-judgements., Some prejudices block out knowledzge, but others give us
new insights, shaping and forming our understanding. And here 1lies the
usefulness of Mrs. Smith. Anne riust interpret krs. Smith's story in her




own way, accordins to her preconceptions znd earlier experiences. Anne
adnires an "open" character snd deplores Ir. niliot's conplete self-
contrcl and reserve. Vet through the openness and SixC)FluV of his letter
to Irs, omith, inne is enabled to see the insincerity of his present
haracter. Anne's prejudic s i ~eiwsay Yu>t be overcome
by the factual details of I th Her "lack of knowledge
about him h2s been, in s0O owledge about herself!,

i

Annm's understanding of " he s not absolute or final,
but 1t has come closer to beinz complete oush her interaction with
Irs. Smith., Professor Collins gave us an intesresting new way of looking
at this enigmatic character

(L) "...the Orchestra's strikins up a favourite air".

Soneth*ng different was the Conference tal y Robert Wallace
on "Jane husten and lozsrt's Laist ianc Concerto” trated with taped
rusical eﬁcergts. Zoth Jane usten's last novel, zart's last
concerto are poignant, restraine emcticnal, wit. e to do with the
turbulent aspects of Ui {ona mevenment. ne is compared to
the solo voice of the concerto, full of polse, rec ty, passionate
tranguility, in relation to tne larger group, tne ctive conventions

of society, and the orchestra.

At the beginning, Professor wallace snowed us, tne solo voice

displays gualities simil'r to Anne's in the first volure of the ’ovel -

submissive, restrained, self-contained, an "exquisite tension wnich does
not lead to any “csolut*on" In the second movement, tns solo expresses
inner pain, yet transcends it at the same time. The orchestra follows
the elody with an exact repetition. 4Again the solo extends its melody
and the orchestra repeats it. After painful harmonies, the solo leads
out again. The final bars of unison anticipate trhe buoyancy to come.
snnz's emotions oscillate between half-agony, half-hope. She can imagine
a second aprlnr of youth, beauty and haﬂolneos. Feelings of buovancy

flnally carry Anne and ”entwo rth to the end of the book.

-‘QJCf‘“é

ine radiant melodvy of the solo voice, rerczated by the
s a hapry endinz only after severe stress and tension.
nt strength ;lKe the solo voice of thz concerto, is able
or o 7

r1ld in ”4IF she hzs formearly oteen
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breadth escapes and exclamations of pity and horror echo Othello and
Desdemona. Like "(Cthello", "Persuasion" turns on : isunderstanding and
jealousy, ‘entworth's doubts and Anne's feelings, .Anne's "hints" which
encourage Wentworth to declare nis love., Dr. huoff has an interesting
point. Do any other of the novels have Snakespearean analogies?

(6) ™I'll be introduced and dance with her directly".

I especially enjoyed the seminar on "Znglish Country Dancing" at
StW“Louls, -since the ball scene forms such a major episode in "The Watsons",
liost of the discussion 1nv07ved the converitions and manners pertaining to
dancing and balls. aster of Ceremonies at a public ball was a nost
necessary figure. zs involved with introductions -- a lady did not
dance with anyone sh not know -- helping ladies gzet partners, dir-
ecting the formation of sets, all the responsibilities of the host at a
private ball. It was the duty of a gentleman to cance, not to stand bv
and the duty of a lady to acceot an offer to dance, unless she was alrc
engaged. The first dance cards listed the programme ci dances for the
evening; later space was added to put in the names of partners. Private
balls were similar to public ones, except that they were of smaller groups
of people who knew each other. The decorum was not quite sc strict, but
men should not show a marked preference for a certain lady, nor dance
exclusively with her. Dancing together at a public ball did not involve

Q“

a close acquaintance -- a nod on the street the following day was sufficient,

it was not obligatory to stop and talk.

At public balls or large private pdrties, a hired orchestra played
the music -- stringed instruments, continuc, harpsichord or pianoforte.
At a house party, anyone who could play was pressed into service., Dances
were in sets, often sets of two, with the same partner. Some were for

6 or 8 ancers out r“st dances were formed in two facing lines, with the
"top couple™ aan01nv the fisures with each other couple in turn, down

the row, ending at the bottom, when 2 new "top couple" would start. A
long aance rieant a lot of people were *al*'“; theilr turn, with lots of
time to talk as they waited. Iost of these dance conven t ons can be seen
in the ball episode in ’Tﬁe atsons and the other novels.

(7) "Jhat's ~our Game?l"

Jith reference to my remarks in the
fal

Cxford =nglish chveoq~“V, Jack Crey frox
of Jane siusten as a source for 2 nev word:
"Base-pall!" - 1715 - [liss austen Horthan@er acvev: "It was not
) ) = ’ S = 7
rv wonderful thaot tn 1 pase ball...to

nerine...snould

(¢) "...to inspire Devotion™.

iary Coleman sent this exanple of one of Jane austen's own pravers:

Father, so to prav as to deserve to be

"Grant us grace, sl
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(9) "ind what had vou for dinner, Sir?"

elegant Union Club was the setting for the annual

The gracious and
dinner of the Victoria chapter of JASNA, on lLovember Z2nd. In spite of
the wind and the rain, about fifteen wmembers, one from as far away as

Prince Ceorge, gathered to enjoy "the company of clever, well-informed
people, who have a great deal of conversation', as Anne Elliot described
the ideal evening party. A game of guessing the identity of characters
from the novels occupied us before dinner, and readings and comments from
the novels enlivened the after-dinner peviod. Pam Jarvis, the president
of the Victoria group, read a description of the 3t. Louls Conference,
written by Keiko Parker, which will be printed in "Persuasions" later
this year. The final entertainment of the evening was a taped concert of
songs Trom Jane Austen's own rusic books, performed last summer by the
Royal Ontsrio l‘useum as one of a series of "Georgian ifternoons". The
rusic, which included several bright and lively country dances, was
charming, and the comments and guotaticns froi the novels added intesrest
to the programme. 1t was a delightful evening, 2nd we could only echo
Tirma Jatson: "How soon it is at an end - I wish it could 211 cone over

(10) m...listening...to the sound of the music",

In September, Jon Kimura Parker, son of Keiko and John Parker,
became the first Canadian to win the first place Gold liedal in the
prestigious Leeds Intzrnational Piano Competition., To celebrate this
achievement, the Mayor of Vancouver will proclaim January 27 "Jon Kimura
pParker Day", md the Vancouver Recital Soclety will present "Jackie™ in a
Special Gala Concert, at the Orpheum Theatre, on Sunday, January 27,1985,
at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are available at VTC outlets, Zatons and Woodwards.
It should be an exciting recital.

Almost all the members who attended the luncheon/discussion last
~d "The ‘atsons", and so we were all in a frame of

ES

; had recently
mind sinilar to Lr. tson's - "pleased with what he had doune and glad
sbout it". The resulting lively discussion proved that the novel
fragrient has lots of material to provide the basis for lectures, work-
shops and discussion groups for future neetings, and for the 1986 Con-
ference. The next meeting, in Februsry, will be a "light lunch and card
party", where we will try a few old round zares like "Speculation”,
Tyingt-un", etc, if we can find the rules. You'll be hearing more details
later. In the meantime, keep the Conference in mind, and we'll have nore
discussions of the novel and its characters, and any ideas you have about
lively topics for '86.

(11) "...in Praise of the fullness, brilliancy and Spirit of the Meetingh.
week

(12) "I would rather do anything than be Teacher at a schcol'.

iary Coleman showed me 2 newspaper clipping from the "Daily Telegraph'
of last Aucust. amon; the thousands of visitors who come to see Chawton
Cottage each vear are many Japanese tourists. The writer of the article,
Stephen Glover, described his meeting with one group of English-speaking
Japanese teachers. Glover's attitude was rather mocking; he speaks of the
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teachers as being "stony -faced...berused and...restrained" - surely a
welcome change from the comron touristy gushing and raving that is often
encountered. 'Iride and Fwegudlce" was the [avourite of nearly 211 the
teachers, out Glover again was scornful of thelr rsasons -- one thought

it showed thne darker side of human nature (onm could argue that the fln—
ancial dependency of uvmgn, thne obligation Lo narry, uhe toadying of Il.r.
Collins are all rather dark scobs of “hunan nature); another considered

the novel showed Jane iusten's love of country-living and sympathy with
nature (can that be quarrelled with?); and a third found Jane Austen not
at all religious in a sp. .cifically Christian sense (her lack of religious
references and nmockery of specific clergymen have bothered many readers)
Glover seems to have been £00 busy--sneering and snickering at these
visitors to consider that there may have been a cormunication problem with
his cuestions and their answers. At one of our lectures a reﬁutakle Jane
Austen scholar conpared the novels with the old Japanese "Tale of Genji".
lore impcrtant than mere differences in material 1life between nodern Japan
and 1%9th c. Znglend, is the insight of one of the teachers, wno found "a
universality of feeling" in Jane austen's novels.

(13) "How soon it is at an end! - T wish it could all come over againl"

One Jane iusten vear is coming to an end (Devember 17), but it all
comes over again when vou renew vour membership in JASNA. Iiost of the
meribers at the luncheon at Brock House took advantage of the presence of
Joan nusten—Lelgh to pay their fees on the spot and save the nuisance
and expense of postage. For those of you who were not there, an appli-
cation blank is hrlnted on the last page. The fee is +10,00 per vear,
and entitles vou to notices about what is going on aﬁonﬁ the "Great and

rand ones" at the national level "a great deal of Noodhumoured pleasantry"
300ut other Canadian chapters (ir "Zuips and ﬁuot0°", perhaps under a new
name), and the annual magszine, "Persuasions', which has '"a lively way of
rotalllng a commonplace™ and is "a unilversal favourite”. Donations to
JASNA and/or St. licholas Church in St teventon, are always welcone.

(1) m...suffering a good deal from Curiosity".

Ty

411 the guotations are from "The atsons'. llere are the sources:

a atson to Lord Csborne, speaking of "half-boots".
Tom Lus””ave ar r1v1q at the Jatsons' unexpectedly.
—mma Watson to izabeth Watson about Tom usgrave.
4t the ball.
Tom lLusgrave to &nma Jatson, referring to his drivinﬂ her home.

Tom ;usgrave to Lord Osborme at the ball, speaking of Zrma “atson.

Tor: lusgrave at the atsons', where the xamlly is playing cards.

Kr. atson spzaking oi Lr, no=ard's serron at the Visitation.
zabeth latson to her father, speaking of the Visitation.

Tom u"“rave, before he cones to the ball.

rr. Jawurd ' opinion of the ball.

J_lzﬂoetq atson to Lmma, speaking of marrying.

srma Jatson, after the bail.

Emma Wat son, when Tom Musgrave didn't finish what he was saying
about Mr, Howard.
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Larchmont Acres 613A 1575 Rockland Avenue
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STREET
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STATE/PROVINCE

ZIP/POSTALCODE ____ TELEPHONE ( )

Member $10.00 0 Sustaining $50.00 0 Life $100.00 T
PLEASE INDICATE NEw [  RENEwaLO

One of our most important projects is the restoration and maintenance of St. Nicholas
Church, Steventon (see elsewhere in this issue). Please consider including a donation,
even a dollar or two is most acceptable. Indicate amount here
and include with your cheque to JASNA.

A donation to JASNA?

GIFT MEMBERSHIP

Please send a membership in JASNA as my gift to:

NAME

ADDRESS

FROM




